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June 10, 2020    1:30 PM – 2:30 PM 

Meeting Notes 
Video conference call 

I. Welcome & Introductions 
Attending: Yarrow Brown, Mike Cain, Marilyn Cousineau, Chip Hansen, Mike Hinkle, Dennis Hoshield 
(Habitat for Humanity), Patrick Kilkenny, Scott McPherson, Steve Schnell 

II. Housing Updates & Discussion 
• Brownfield and Land Bank opportunities – Brief Update 

Steve continues to work on a proforma for a housing project scenario to gauge initial reactions. Will be 
talking with local taxing jurisdictions to see what the response is and also sharing the project with the 
county brownfield and land bank authority. We have a little more research to do and will be sharing 
hopefully in July. Drafting the project scenario is based on a spreadsheet Steve drafted, based on 
information gathered from Mac McClelland, Jane MacKenzie and working with Marilyn Cousineau.  

• Local goals and priorities - Discussion 
i. Check-in - What’s changed with Covid-19? Any thoughts on how this has 

changed the housing market? 
Vacation rentals – “it’s like the faucet was turned back on”. AirBnB had more reservations in May of this 
year compared to May of last year. No known additional evictions. There was a grant to Habitat for 
Humanity to support homeowner repairs that had to be put off. Although there weren’t reports of 
increased evictions or foreclosures, there could be in the coming month or two when the legal 
protections that are still in place protecting people from evictions expire. This is the next big thing to 
watch. The Food Pantry in town is reporting a traditional amount of volume. Once unemployment runs 
out we may see a rise again, however. 

ii. Review Draft Action Plan 
Comments will be reflected in the revised version that will be updated momentarily.  

A comment was made that the housing market study completed in 2019 may need to be updated 
sooner than normal because of the impact of Covid-19.  

Highlights of the comments: 

- Reach out with questions for political candidates, incorporate into candidates’ forum 
- Habitat for Humanity – interested in doing an apprenticeship program, out-of-school students, 

talked with Jim Rummer 
- NCMC may also be entering the field of assisting with builder training, apprenticeships and 

skilled trades training, we need trades programs in every school, existing school district system 
does not allow for all schools to equally offer trades programs at all schools. 

- As we work to find funding for projects, let’s make sure we are focused on the approved 
projects and those that are queued up.   

- This new way of doing business at home can work for us in our area. All the places that you can 
live and work in Michigan. Should we position ourselves for work-at-home destination? 
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Broadband efforts are underway. The catch-22 of our area becoming a destination for more 
work-at-home families is that this drives up demand with little expected increase in supply since 
construction costs are still so high. Working from home may make our job for attainable and 
workforce housing more difficult. 
 

• New Manufactured Home Community proposal 

Steve briefly mentioned that there is a developer interested in doing a manufactured home 
community in Boyne City and has had an initial conversation with city staff. Steve has also 
been talking with them about their project ideas. They would like to talk with this 
committee and have a special meeting. They will be having a preliminary informal meeting 
with city council and city planning commission to introduce their idea.  

The committee was interested in meeting with them and mentioned that, with more 
information about their project, they could help advocate as appropriate.  

III. Next meeting 
• Refine Action Plan 
• Other Topics as requested 
• Next meeting: July 8th at 1:30PM 
• Special Meeting regarding Proposed Manufactured Home Community Proposal 
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