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Ending 
Homelessness in 
Northwest Michigan
NWCEH will work collaboratively to end homelessness by addressing housing issues 
through a community-based process that develops a comprehensive, coordinated 
continuum of care to individuals and families who are homeless or at risk of 
becoming homeless in the community it serves.

Our purpose is to ensure individuals and families have access to safe, decent, affordable housing and support services 

designed to help them become integrated socially and economically into their communities. 

Practicing from a COMMON AGENDA

We strive to ensure the following conditions are 
met, as we beleive they are critical for authentic 
systems change: 

Adhering to a SHARED MEASUREMENT SYSTEM

Fostering MUTUALLY REINFORCING ACTIVITIES

Providing CONTINUOUS COMMUNICATION 

Having solid BACKBONE SUPPORT
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WHAT WE NEED TO END HOMELESSNESS 

Housing System Funding

Backbone Structure and Support



OUR VALUES 

Collaboration Accountability Data driven decision 
making 





DATA 

 In 2019, 1,642 people experienced 
homelessness across the 10-county 
region.  

 To achieve an end to 
homelessness, we must have more 
people exiting homelessness than 
entering.  

 In 2020, the NWCEH will have over 
$100,000 in un-used rental 
assistance dollars. 
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THE INTERSECTION 
BETWEEN AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS

 Communities where people 
spend more than 32% of their 
income on rent can expect a 
more rapid increase in 
homelessness.  

 Income growth has not kept 
pace with rent, leading to an 
affordability crisis, where 
marginalized people have an 
increased risk of becoming 
homeless. 

 Locally, Grand Traverse County 
residents spend 28% of their 
income on housing (2019).  
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SOLUTIONS 

1. Targeted or “set aside” units in existing or new 
developments for people experiencing homelessness 

2. Private-market landlords with scattered site units willing to 
participate with rental assistance programs 

3. Incentives for landlords to participate with rental assistance 
programs 

4. Policy changes at the state and national level that make it 
easier for affordable housing to be developed in rural areas 

5. Millages

6. Community Development Block Grant 

7. Zoning ordnances, deed restrictions etc. 

8. Public will and a common understanding that a 
community without homelessness is a healthier 
community for everyone.  

9. Landlord recruitment efforts. 

https://housingtrustfundproject.org/kalamazoo-passes-housing-millage-to-assist-homeless-students/#:%7E:text=1%20millage%20that%20will%20provide,of%20or%20currently%20experiencing%20homeless.


HOUSING 
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If you would like to learn more about the work of the Coalition, or
know of a landlord who would be interested in participating with our
programs please contact:

Ashley Halladay-Schmandt, Director of the Northwest Michigan 
Coalition to End Homelessness at 

ashley@endhomelessnessnmi.org
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