
HOUSING MATTERS

Homes for Our Future is a call to action from

the public, local governments, employers, and

community organizations, and is intended to

provide clear courses of action and resources

about how to engage in, support, and lead

work towards housing solutions. 

The goal is to provide information for local

committees and residents to support local

housing advocacy efforts, hold a series of

training events, and implementation of housing

ready checklists to help local municipalities

better lay the groundwork for affordable

housing development.

In early 2021 we relaunched the campaign, and

have plans to speak in over 10 communities

over the next months to share how they can

endorse the campaign  assist in the formation

of local committees to support local housing

advocacy efforts.
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How can you help: Employers and
community organizations

Endorse the Campaign with your logo or a

story or by adopting a resolution. There is no

cost to endorse the campaign. With this, your

organization helps us strengthen and unify

the message on the need for housing.

Sign up for updates, events ways to get

involved. 

Understanding housing needs and solutions is

an important first step in moving the region

forward.

Spread the word: Share campaign content,

news, events and help us bring change to our

communities.

You can support housing initiatives in many

ways like becoming advocates, investors, and

partners in development: 

https://www.homesforourfuture.org/advocate
https://www.homesforourfuture.org/getinvolved
https://www.homesforourfuture.org/resources-1
https://www.homesforourfuture.org/events


Advocacy 101
Training!

Over 100 people signed up for our Advocacy 101 event

on February 9th, 2021. Sarah Lucas led the training

along with Kent Wood, our Government Relations

Specialist and two local community advocates, Carlin

Smith from the Little Traverse Bay Housing Partnership

and Connor Miller with Aspire North Realtors and the

Traverse City Young Professionals.

During the webinar, we discussed the different ways to advocate, the resources available and what

community partners can do to support initiatives, how to contact legislators, and more! We also

launched a survey so participants can sign up for more information to be a local advocate in their

community.  To access the recording of the webinar, click here. For more, please contact

yarrow@housingnorth.org

Homes for our Future Webinars
We are excited about the two additional webinars this month with more to come in March and April.

The Housing Michigan Coalition is on February 17th at 2 p.m. and will feature members of the coalition

and dive into detail about the policy initiatives we are working on with our partners and how you can

get involved and join the Coalition. Click here to sign up. 

On February 24th we are hosting a discussion with Grand Traverse County and Missaukee County on

their Land Bank Authorities projects they have done and how to form a LBA. This is also at 2 p.m you can

sign up HERE on our website.

Housing Ready Program Update:
Emmet County

In Emmet County, Emily Meyerson, the Housing Ready

Program Coordinator working for the Little Traverse

Bay Housing Partnership has been on the job for 7

months now and has focused in general on two main

areas, advocacy/education and development sites.

Emily has been reaching out to the public engaging,

educating, and advocating with anyone who will listen

about the housing crisis. According to Emily: “We

always like to provide a clear path of the what the

problem is, why it is, why it is difficult to fix, potential

solutions and specifically how each group we present

to can help with solutions.  - 

https://www.homesforourfuture.org/advocate
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QV7ZG6N
https://youtu.be/T1d0J7b7H64
https://www.homesforourfuture.org/advocate
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YSHpob7CThy7CAkBxtafNg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tpgdIj2-TBydqvNhDqivig
https://www.homesforourfuture.org/events
https://www.homesforourfuture.org/advocate


We have noticed that not only have the groups

been interested but they also engage in

discussions. The best part has been follow-up

phone calls the days after presentations where

we hear from either an individual on the board

to get more information or sometimes from the

public who happened to be at the meeting and

want more information.”

“Individuals have also reached out with one building in mind who now are interested in making it

into apartments and a whole neighborhood and want to mobilize to solve the problem. This all part

of the movement to work toward becoming ‘housing ready’. This work is being done in part today,

without any specific ask from a community or group, in preparation for when we hope we can come

back and ask for something specific to fund housing developments.”

The other main element Emily has been working on in Emmet County is building relationships, and

meeting with anyone and everyone who will listen including developers, property owners, real estate

agents, local government officials, program managers, and non-profit organizations.  With the Little

Traverse Bay Housing Partnership (LTBHP), the group Emily is working with, they have been looking

at the community landscape – at areas where higher density housing makes the most sense related

to land use, infrastructure, and local planning. Once this is done, they then look at where there is

vacant land or land that may be in a transition that could be utilized for housing. The next step is the

visioning-what type of housing would make the most sense in that location? Is it a single-family,

missing middle or apartment complex, for example?  This is all being done by looking at what is

allowed through local zoning, what might be allowed with changes, drawing up sketches, and trying

to run preliminary numbers on what it would cost to develop it. 

They then have to think about how to fund “the gap” and as many of us know, in northern Michigan,

there is always “a gap” to cover the costs to develop something that is affordable. Through Emily’s

work and the LTBHP they work with developers and land owners to help them make their projects

work. They have noticed as the word has gotten out through our advocacy, more developers are

reaching out to the partnership for help.

To learn more about Emily, the Housing Ready Program or the Little Traverse Bay Housing

Partnership, please contact us at info@housingnorth.org. 

Visit  www.homesforourfuture.org

https://www.instagram.com/housingnorth/
https://www.facebook.com/housingnorth01
https://twitter.com/housingnorth1
https://www.homesforourfuture.org/housing-north

