
HOUSING MATTERS

On February 6, Housing North hosted a regional discussion on

changes to MSHDA’s Qualified Allocation Plan, which guides funding

awards for the low-income housing tax credit program. The program is

the nation’s largest funder of affordable housing projects, but

communities in Northwest Michigan struggle to compete for funds

because of criteria that are designed for more urban areas and larger

projects than our communities can accommodate. Housing North

made recommendations for changes to the QAP that would build in

additional flexibility for rural communities and level the playing field

for smaller projects and communities.

 

 
You can find more information about the QAP process and access

Housing North’s recommendations, along with comments from other

stakeholders statewide, on MSHDA’s QAP website here. Regional

stakeholders are welcome and encouraged to submit a statement of

support for Housing North’s recommendations. For more information

on how, when, and where to submit comments or statements of

support, please contact Sarah Lucas.
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Housing North is working with a coalition of communities, philanthropy,

and nonprofits on a new program that will lead and support housing

work in Charlevoix County. Work will begin in March, with support from

the newly-named Housing Ready Program Director, Steve Schnell.

 

 

Charlevoix County Housing Ready
Program Kicks off with new
Program Director

The Housing Ready program will support the work of Charlevoix County communities and networks that are working

towards housing solutions, including Boyne Housing Solutions, Charlevoix Housing and Business Park Committee, and

East Jordan Housing Solutions. Each community has identified housing needs and solutions, and is working to align

projects and partners.

 

Lucas and Schnell will be a part of a “joint meeting” of the County’s three housing networks on Monday, February 24 at 1

p.m. at the Boyne City Hall Commission Chamber, where they’ll discuss the Housing Ready program. The discussion will

also include information about how deed restrictions can help guarantee housing affordability and year-round

occupancy. The meeting is open to the public. For more information, please contact Sarah Lucas at 231-342-1242 or via

email at sarah@housingnorth.org

The Housing Ready Program, and Schnell’s position, are a collaboration between the Charlevoix County Community

Foundation, the Frey Foundation, Charlevoix County, the cities of Boyne City, Charlevoix, and East Jordan, and Housing

North. Schnell will be an employee of Housing North, with office space provided by partners Northern Lakes Economic

Alliance.     The program was seeded with grants from the Charlevoix County Community Foundation and the Frey

Foundation. Schnell’s previous experience includes work with the Northeast Michigan Council of Governments,

Cheboygan County, and Mackinaw City, where he was involved with housing projects and needs in a variety of

capacities.

Presentations will be held in each county in the region, with discussions scheduled for Manistee, Benzie, Wexford,

Missaukee, Leelanau and Antrim counties through March. Events will be scheduled in Kalkaska, Grand Traverse, Charlevoix,

and Emmet counties in April and May. Click here for more information. Housing North can also be a part of larger

community events or organizational meetings on request. To schedule a presentation or discussion at your event or for

your organization, please contact us at info@housingnorth.org
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Steve is a well-respected communityplanner, with a wealth of experience incommunity development in NorthernMichigan, and we know he'll be a hugeasset to housing work throughout theCounty,” said Sarah Lucas, Housing NorthExecutive Director

Housing North is offering a series of community

discussions throughout the region, beginning February

25. The events will feature updates on Housing North’s

work around legislative initiatives, the Homes for Our

Future campaign, the recent housing target market

study, and local initiatives. 
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