
 

 

The Honorable Jack Bergman 
414 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
June 1, 2020 
 
Dear Representative Bergman: 
 
It was a pleasure to speak with you recently to discuss Housing North and our mission to build 
awareness, influence policy, and expand capacity so communities can create housing solutions 
that meet their unique needs. While our geography is the ten-county region of northwest lower 
Michigan, many issues and policies we work on are experienced in rural areas everywhere.  
 
As we discussed, one of the challenges to workforce affordable homes that communities and 
developers in rural northern Michigan face is the struggle to compete for very Low-Income 
Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) programs. This federal funding program is administered by MSHDA 
based on federally-defined parameters. The program helps to cover the financial “gap” that most 
housing developments face for below-market homes and units. 
 
Rural communities and others are disadvantaged in the current process, and we support 
measures being taken at the federal level to address these inconsistencies. One such attempt 
we referenced was the Affordable Housing Credit Improvement Act of 2019 (HR 3077/S. 1703), 
the broadly supported, bi-partisan legislation to expand and strengthen the Low-Income 
Housing Tax Credit program, especially for rural areas. Some key provisions include: 
 

 Increasing housing credit allocations to states by 50%, phased in over the next 5 years; 

 Making housing credit properties in rural areas eligible for additional credits if needed for 
financial feasibility – bringing much-needed opportunities for financing rural projects 

 Enabling the housing credit to better serve hard-to-reach communities, including rural, 
Native American, high-poverty, and high-cost communities. This would benefit cities, 
towns, and communities across northern Michigan and the upper peninsula.   

 
We urge you to review this package and consider joining 220 members of Congress in 
co-sponsoring H.R. 3077.  
 
Thank you for your time and general support of housing issues in northern Michigan. Please feel 
free to contact me at (231) 335-1685 with questions. We look forward to acting as a resource to 
you and your staff on any housing-related issues.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Yarrow Brown, Executive Director 


