
 
 
 

    

 

 

 
Housing North Announces New Executive Director 

 

  Housing North is pleased to announce that Yarrow Brown will join the 
organization as its new executive director.   

Brown is stepping into the role currently held by Sarah Lucas, who is moving 
outside of the area. Housing North has been planning for Lucas’ succession since 
the organization was established, so is well-prepared for a change in leadership, 
with a solid foundation for programming and a growing voice statewide.  

“I’m passionate about the mission of Housing North and thrilled to work with 
our communities to address the long-term housing challenges in our region,” 

says Brown. “I am also very mindful that I am stepping into this new role during 
an unprecedented economic disruption, as our communities are beginning to feel the economic fallout from 
COVID-19. I am ready to begin working with our partners to advocate for the short and long-term housing 
solutions that will help our region recover and continue to prosper in the future.”  

Housing North, and Brown, will face new and unexpected challenges in the wake of COVID-19, but they come 
with the opportunities for the organization to grow and evolve. With housing needs anticipated to increase in 
the wake of the pandemic crisis, Housing North’s work to build programs and policies for housing solutions is 
more important than ever - and Brown’s strengths bring opportunities for more creative solutions.  

A Leelanau County resident, Brown brings wide-ranging experience to Housing North, having worked with 
land conservancies, nonprofits, and local governments. She has managed complex land protection projects and 
led outreach and educational efforts. As an independent consultant, Brown partnered on master plans, 
strategic plans, and watershed planning efforts. Within her own community, she serves on the Cleveland 
Township Planning Commission in Leelanau County, where she is a vocal advocate for workforce-affordable 
housing.   

Brown’s diverse background and familiarity with land use and acquisition make her an ideal candidate to lead a 
nonprofit focused on the complex issue of housing, especially as Housing North takes steps towards acting in a 
“housing conservancy” role that will leverage land for housing development. Land conservancies have many of 
the same complex challenges faced by housing development - and many of the tools that land conservancies 
use are important to long-term housing solutions. Community land trusts and deed restrictions as important 
mechanisms that Housing North is exploring in housing affordability initiatives.  

As Housing North grows and evolves, Housing North is confident that Brown will build and strengthen 
relationships that support our goals and mission. She’ll begin work on May 4. Lucas will continue to provide 
assistance through the coming months to ensure a smooth transition.  
 


