
 
 
 

    

 

 

A message from Yarrow Brown, our Executive Director 
 
Dear Housing North partners, 
 
I know Covid-19 is affecting everyone and hope you are all staying safe and healthy. It’s hard to imagine a more 
important time to have a home in which one can “stay safe, stay home”. It is also an interesting time to make a 
transition to a new career, but I am grateful to be on staff at Housing North and to implement the programs we 
are working on. This is only my third week on the job, I have already learned so much and connected with 
many of you.  I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself and highlight a few of the initiatives we are 
working on and that we hope to expand on.  
 
You may be wondering how someone from a Land Trust (Conservancy) with a natural resource background 
decides to work for a nonprofit advocating for housing needs in our region. I have always been passional about 
housing. For the last 12 years I managed a deed restriction program, worked on watershed plans and 
coordinated complex real estate transactions.  This work, along with my experience with program 
management, and serving as a member of my township planning commission, requires the same multi-faceted 
problem-solving experience that is needed to address complex issues like housing. I strongly believe that by 
forming partnerships and collaborating we can have the most impact on housing and other concerns in our 
region and look forward to bringing my expertise to further the mission of housing in the region.   
 
• We placed our first Housing Ready Program Coordinator, Steve Schnell, in Charlevoix County, in Mid-
March and are working to place a Housing Ready Program Coordinator in Emmet County part-time. This 
would not be possible without the strong partnerships formed. 
• In mid-April we accepted our first deed restriction for long term housing in the City of Charlevoix to 
permanently require year-round occupancy in the home. We hope to further develop this program in 
Charlevoix county and the region as opportunities become available.  
• We are working with legislators on three key bills to provide incentives for housing developers to start 
projects in Northern Michigan. We will keep you posted as these initiatives are being brought to the State 
Legislature. 
• We’re moving our Housing Roundtables and other community discussions and networking online, so 
stay tuned for upcoming webinars and virtual discussions. 
 
We are here to connect with you and learn how Housing North can help your community. If you want to learn 
more about our work, and the Homes for our Future Campaign, please visit our website (housingnorth.org), or 
contact us to schedule a virtual community update.  As we make this transition, I will continue to work closely 
with Sarah Lucas, who will continue to work with us in the coming months to provide policy oversight and 
programming.  
 
Please reach out if you want to learn more or have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
Yarrow Brown 


