
 
 
 

    

 

 

 
 

What Does COVID-19 Mean for Housing? 

As we adjust to life under Michigan’s emergency response and stay-at-home order, one thing is clear: our 

homes have never been more necessary to our individual and collective well-being than they are right now. We 

need them now to protect public health - and going forward, to minimize the economic impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

Some of us can take it for granted that we have a safe place to wait this out. But millions of Americans have lost 

their jobs and now have reduced income. Our region, with an economy built around tourism and heavily 

dependent on restaurant, retail, and hospitality businesses and workers, will be hit especially hard by the 

financial impacts of business closures and unemployment, leaving many residents in financially precarious 

housing situations. While short-term protections against foreclosures and evictions are now in place, even a 

temporary reduction in income will put many residents behind for months, extending their risk of foreclosure 

and eviction. At the same time, with construction at a standstill, our housing shortages are deepening by the 

day; and the many people living without basic shelter are at an even greater risk of infection. In a time where 

“staying at home” is an order, ensuring that those homes exist must be a part of our state and national 

response. 

We commend the action that’s been taken thus far to respond to the health and economic crisis we’re now 

facing. Unfortunately, we know that we’re only in the early phases of this crisis, and what the future holds is 

very much uncertain. As the situation evolves, Housing North will continue to work with our partners to assess 

housing needs and solutions, to ensure that we’re ready and able to respond to the housing needs that will still 

be there when we come out of this – whenever that is. In the meantime, in response to current conditions and 

directives, we’ve identified policy recommendations regarding foreclosure and eviction; homelessness; and 

construction. You can access Housing North’s COVID-19 policy position at www.homesforourfuture.org.  

To all of you who are still working and volunteering - thank you for the work you do every day to make our 

region a better place. To all of you who are unable to work at this time - our minds and hearts are with you. 

We’ll get through this together.  
 

Sarah Lucas 
AICP, Executive Director 

Housing North 
 


